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Unit Four: Creating a story

Aims: 		Introducing the topic of story making.		
Sharing favourite stories. 
		Sharing personal experiences and presenting them in the form of stories.
		Creating a story in a cooperative and playful way.
		Creating a story in a more conscious way, using a formula.
		Using pictures as inspiration for story creation.
		
Materials: 	An A4 sheet of paper per each group of pupils.
		www.mentimeter.com
Photos or www.asp.piclits.com
Warmer: 	Story consequences
a) Put your pupils into groups of eight. 
b) Everyone should have an A4 sheet of paper.
c) Fold the paper in half, then in half again, and half yet again. Make all the folds parallel.
d) Refold the paper into zigzag, like the parts of the concertina/accordion.
e) The first player writes on the first, topmost panel. The player should do it in secret.   
f) The player folds the panel down and passes it to the second player.
g) The rest of the players follow until each of the eight contributions has been added.
h) The last player opens the concertina and reads out the full story.
i) Here is the formula for writing:
· Fold 1: Time
· Fold 2: Place
· Fold 3: X (male character) met ...
· Fold 4: Y (female character)
· Fold 5: He said: ...
· Fold 6: She said ...
· Fold 7: The consequence was ...
· Fold 8: and ...
(based on Story Consequences in Language Learning Games by A. Wright, D. Betteridge and M. Buckby)

Lead-in: 	As a circle-time activity, ask your pupils to share what happened to them in the summer/autumn/Christmas/spring holiday / at the weekend / the previous afternoon (depending on the time of the school-year). 
		Let them share a few stories.
		Or:
		As a circle-time activity, ask your pupils to recall a favourite fairy tale or any other story. If 
necessary, ask the other pupils to help to recall the story. 
Or:
Arrange a quiz on the most popular fairy tales /story books on Mentimeter. You need to show 
the cover of four popular fairy tales /story books and read a quote from one of them. Your 
pupils need to make their guesses on mentimeter.com. 
You need to register and log in at: www.mentimeter.com and your pupils at: www.menti.com
e.g.
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Story creation: 	a) Using a picture and a framework from ‘The Usborne Write Your Own Story Book’, you are going to create a class story. Here is the framework:
Once upon a time there was a ...
(describe your main character)
who lived in /went to...
(describe your setting)
One day ...
(something happens to get the story started)
And so ...
(What does your character do next and what does 
he or she hope might happen as a result?)
However, …
(something goes wrong)
Then …
(How does your character solve the problem?)
Eventually …
(Does your character succeed?)
In the end …
(Bring your story to a close.)
(from: Stowell, L. (2011). The Usborne Write Your Own Story Book. London: Usborne )

b) You can bring in some pictures but you can also use the applicaton Piclits:
https://asp.piclits.com/compose_freestyle.aspx?PoemTemplateId=287
This application will give you both pictures for story inspiration and words to use in the story telling process. Words can be dragged from the list or typed in, using your own words or the ones from the list. 

Here is an inspirational photo from www.asp.piclits.com
:
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		You can create the story together, as a class, in groups, pairs or on an individual basis. 
		
		c) Share the stories in class. 

		d) How could you improve the stories? What kind of details can you add?

In the next classes we are going to focus on developing stories, focusing on scenes, the plot, characters, dialogues, conflicts and details.
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