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Unit Five: Creating a setting


Aims: 			Familiarising pupils with the concept of the setting of a story: place, time and 
environment. 
Practising describing places in detail.
Using a variety of adjectives.

Materials: 		Several photos that can be used as prompts for thinking about story settings.
			https://www.storyboardthat.com/comic-maker(or any other digital comic strip maker)

Warmer: 		A visualisation exercise.
		a) Ask your pupils to sit back, relax and close their eyes. 
		b) Tell them to imagine they are at a … (seaside, river, lake, meadow, in a forest 
etc.).
		c) Describe the place in great detail: tell them about the lights, colours, sounds and 
smells.
d) Tell them about what they are doing in this setting: moving, sitting, running … how they feel, if they meet someone. Let them enjoy the scene and then ask them to open their eyes.
		

Lead-in: 		Revealing a picture
a) Bring into class an interesting photo. Hide it behind a sheet of paper. 
b) Pull it up slowly, revealing it only bit by bit. After each bit ask your pupils to 
describe in great detail what they can see and what they guess is going to be revealed next. 


Activities:
		
1) Explain what the setting of a story is: PLACE, TIME and ENVIRONMENT


2) A story setting through questions 
a) Bring in a picture with interesting details. Here is an example from The Usborne 
Write Your Own Story Book:
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(from:Stowell, L. (2011). The Usborne Write Your Own Story Book. London: Usborne)

			b) Encourage your pupils to ask as many questions about the picture as they can. 
			c) The winner is the pupil /group of pupils who can come up with the most questions.
			d) Finally, put the picture away and ask your pupils to remember and describe as 
many details as possible. 





3) Creating a setting	Your pupils should do the following:

a) Choose one of the photos as a setting of a story they would like to write:
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(pixabay photos)
b) Describe the scene in the photo (place).
c) Where is this place situated (environment)?
d) When does the story take place (time)?
(Are your pupils familiar with some time concepts: Stone Age, Ancient Egypt/Greece/Rome, the Middle Ages, 21st century etc.?)
e) Optional follow-up: pupils working in pairs describe their setting to their partner, who makes a drawing. They compare the original photo with the drawing.

4) Creating a setting digitally
			a) Tell your pupils to go to: https://www.storyboardthat.com/comic-maker
			b) Ask them to choose a setting and edit it. 
			c) Let them add some characters and carry on with making a comic strip.
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