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Unit Six: Creating Characters

Aims: 		Focusing on story characters.
		Reflecting on and analysing characters the pupils are familiar with.
		Language for describing people’s appearance and character.
		Practicing describing people.
		Creating a character.

Materials: 	blank cards
www.storyboard.that.com
sets of ‘Guess Who’ board game or: photos of people
paper for drawing
colour pencils/markers
				
Warmer: 	Join the groups: Dog – Cat, Barca – Real, Left-handed – Right-Handed, Basketball – Football, Milk – Cocoa  (a drama activity)

Ask your pupils to listen to you as you say the names of the groups (dogs or cats) and point to the left or right side of the classroom. For instance, when you say ’dog – cat’, they need to choose which one they like and go to the side you are pointing at when saying the word. 


Lead-in: 	Describing characters
Collect story characters who are well known among your pupils. Ask them if they know 
Do you know the following characters? 
		Which ones are:
		Positive – Negative
		Young – Old
		Happy – Unhappy
		Pretty – Ugly
		Clever – Not so clever
		Kind – Unkind
		Happy-go-lucky - Grumpy

Snow White, Cinderella, Rumpelstiltskin, Puss-in-Boots, the Sleeping Beauty, Snow Queen, Snow White’s Stepmother, Prince Charming, Harry Potter, Hermione Granger, Albus Dumbledore, Voldemort, Aladdin, Elza (Frozen), Simba, Mufasa, Nala (The Lion King), Sid, Diego (Ice Age), Nemo (Finding Nemo)

Activities:		 
		
1) Practice describing people
		a) Put your students in pairs and ask them to describe each other. 
b) Play the game ‘Guess who’ in class to practice giving descriptions of people. Optionally, the students can use a selection of photos instead of the game: Pupil A describes one of several people and pupil B has to identify the person described. 

Recommended supplementary material: 
We’re Different, We’re the Same. And We’re All Wonderful. (published by Sesame Street)

2) Video: Being Different is Beautiful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJ1ygFknjYo
a) Watch the video with your pupils.
		b) Before watching again, give each pupil a different task: 
· How many different hair colours can you count?
· How many different skin colours can you count?
· How many children had long/short hair?
· How many different hairstyles can you count?
· How many children wore glasses?
· Try to remember what children may wear on their head?
· How many dishes did you count?
· Haw many different ball games were mentioned?
· What do these children have in common?
3) Character building with the help of www.storyboard.that.com
		Ask your students to do the following:
		a) Go to the setting you created in the previous session. 
b) Put people in the scene. There are several different options for eye, hair and skin colour, age and style: make sure that your characters look all different. 
				
4) Character analysis:
a) Ask your pupils to pick a favourite character from the previous game. 
b) Copy each of the following questions on cards (you can add more!) and ask your pupils from above and try to answer the questions about him/her:
· How old is he/she?
· What does he/she look like? Describe him/her.
· Where did he/she go to school?
· What was his/her favourite school subject?
· Does he/she do any sports? What?
· What is his/her favourite meal /fruit / vegetable /ice cream flavour?
· What is he/she good at? (e.g. singing, playing basketball, cooking, playing cards, Maths etc.)
· What would he/she like to learn to do? (e.g. to dance, how to do the cleaning, play music, magic etc.)
· Does he/she like to get up early in the morning? 

5) Creating a character: 	
		a) Ask your pupils to pick one of the people from their storyboards.
		b) Let them think of the kind of personality this figure has.
		c) In their exercise book they should write down information about him/her:
· Name:
· Age:
· Family:
· Where he/she lives:
· The time period he/she lives in: 
· His/her job:
· Strengths:
· Weaknesses:
· Skills:
· Favourite pastime:
· Friends: 
· etc. 
d) If you have enough time, ask your pupils to draw a picture of their character and write the information in bubbles around him/her / create a mobile with the information or arrange the information in any other creative way.
		e) Display the character representations in the classroom.
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